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compose the majority can be relied upon to be faithful
to the cabinet. In short, there has been an approach
to the system of two parties, but as yet not a very
near approach, and the numerous detached groups still
remain the basis of parliamentary life.

So much for the actual state of parties in France.
Let us now consider the reasons for the sub- causes of
divisions of the Chamber into a number of

groups.    And first we must look at a source
of political dissensions with which we are not Fraace-
familiar at home, but which is to be found in almost
every nation in Europe.

Few persons ever ask themselves why the bodies of
men who assemble every year at the State
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House or the Capitol nave power to make apolitical
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laws. It is not because they nave more per-
sonal force or wisdom or virtue than any one else. A
congress of scientific men may contain all these quali-
ties in greater abundance, but it cannot change a single
line in the statute-book. Is it because they represent
the people? But we all know that they occasionally
pass laws which the people do not want, and yet we
obey those laws without hesitation. Moreover, this
answer only pushes the question one step further back,
for why should we obey the people ? A few centuries
ago nobody recognized any right on the part of the
people to govern or misgovern themselves as they chose,
or rather on the part of the majority to impose their
will on the minority; and in many countries of the
world no such right is recognized to-day. How does it
happen that there is not a class of men among us who